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INTRODUCTION
The aim of the research is to examine the
evolution of English maritime law of salvage
and wreck removal. Salvage law has its
origins in the law of equity and has
developed over centuries to encourage
salvors to provide assistance to vessels in
danger. Since the late nineteenth century
commercial contracts, in the form of Lloyd’s
Open Form, have largely been used by the
salvage industry. The removal of wrecks, not
just those obstructing navigable waters, but
wrecks within the exclusive economic
jurisdictional waters of coastal States is now
not only desirable by those States but
enforceable under the Wreck Convention
2007 enacted in to English law as Wreck
Removal Convention Act 2011 .

AIM
The interface of the differencing legal
instruments governing traditional salvage
operations and wreck removal is an area of
potential conflict that should be examined.
The substantive question this research aims
to address is whether the English laws of
salvage and wreck removal are commercially
compatible in the 21st Century.
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METHODS
The research is approached from a sociolegal empirical research perspective.
Mixed methods are employed. An
examination of the common law of salvage
and wreck removal will is done by
examining the rich body of case law that
exists.
Data obtained from interviews with
parties involved in the salvage and wreck
removal industry is undertaken to
determine the wider industry view of the
existing laws and operational challenges
for the salvage industry in the short and
medium term future.
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